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A mendments to th e Claims: 

The following fit!.* of <ti» will replaoa all prior versions, end listing of Claims in 

the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for processus an image comprising: 
identifying ph els in the imago which are less critical; 
substituting data into identified pixels, the data being chosen to provide a 

desired characteristic for processing the image; 

generating a hole-image by setting to zero pixel vaJnes of pixels identified to 

be less critical to the image; 

sub-sampling the hole-image, by avemgmgonly non-zero pixel values in pixel 
ncrghborhoodc to obtain sampled pixel values for the sub-sampled hole-image, wherein 
each of t he sub ^^i^^ta^ vahjgjf .rormspondin^gighbor hood 
hg^t least ~r — g i «»< > va ll1 » if thR ggngE^g "»H*g*ood has 

all 7.ero pixel va lues; 

averaging the non-zero soh-sampled pixel values of the sub-sampled hole- 
image to obtain an average value; and 

setting mejub-sampled pixel values of zero to the average value of the non- 
zero sub-sampled pixel values. 
2-3. (Canceled") 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the dwired characteristic is 4 least one 
of a compression characteristic and a processing speed. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1. wherein the subsrimtKd data is an 
average of data values of-*fee non-identified pixels. 

6. (Original) A method fo. processing an image to form a background plane and N - 
binary foreground planes, comprising: 

■2- 

PAGE 3(13* RCVD AT 12/11/2007 9:20:39 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/19 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):03-0$ 



DEC- 11 -2007 20=36 OLIFF BERRIDGE 

Xemx Docket No. UiAinv 
Application NO. 10/776,603 

inserting zeroes into pixel data for pixels in background plane 

C0 ^ OT d^are MW ^ 
generate a bole-image; 

.obWE Ihe hote-^cto *to one «. ■» •*«*» «f 

ncigbborhoodlws all zero pixel values; 

averaging color values ofy^non-zcro sub-sampled pixel values in eachof j 
the blocks ro obtain a block average color «h» for each of the blocks; and 

^hutnig ^sampled pix.l values of each of the blodcs that are equal to 
zero to the block « veragc color value of each «,f the blocks. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, further comprising; 

identifying a previous block based on a predetermined ate**; and 
^titntinga^ 
values in a block in which all of the sub-sample pixel values are zero. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the previous block is ^.previous 
block as defined by the IPF.fi otdcr of blocks within a minimum coded unit. 

9. (Original) The .netted of claim 6, further comprising one or more of: 

. adjusting the image according to predefined requirements; and 

setting a chroma value of a pixel to a midpoint in its allowed rang, when a 
luminance value of the pixel is at a maximum of us allowed range. 

1UL (Original) The method of claim 6, wherem sub-sarnphng the hole-image 

comprises: 

averaging one or more pixel values within a neighborhood of pixel* to obtain a 
aub-sompled pixel value thai corresponds to the. neighborhood. 
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11. (Cum** Amended) The melted of claim 10, whereb averaging the pixel 

values comprises: 

sum ming the pixel values within the neighborhood of pixels; and 
dividing the sum of pixel value* by a number oigM***^ values 

pawle, to obtain the sub-sampled pixel value. 

, 2 . (Original) ThemcthodofchimtO,whercinth C neighborhoodofpixcl S ,a2x2 

ucigbborhood for luminal data, and a 4x4 neighborhood for chroma data. 

13. (Currently Amended) An apparatus thai processes an image, comp. ising: 

a memory that stores una S e data and selector data, herein the sector data 

identifies less critical portions of the image data; 

accessor that sets loss critical portion, »rthe image data to^ zero based on 

the selector data; 
average value; and 

a pixel substituxor which substitutes the bloelc average value of onlv the non- 
zero data values for the zaro values b the suVsampled hole-i™ge data. 
14-15. (Canceled) 

16. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claun 13, whe^c, the sub-sampling 
pressor sub-s^^ 

an average ofonjvthc non-zsro prxets b contiguous, non-ovedappbg pixel neighborhoods. 

17. (Original) The apparatus of claim 16, forth* comprising: 

a hole-filler that identifies p, evious blocks based on predefined enteria, and 

replaces ^values of the bl^^ 

average value, when the blocks of sub-s^edhol« data co,,,. entirely of -roe, 
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tt* as defined by the JPEG order of blocks within a minimum coded unn 
19 (Original) Aconmutcr-read^^^ 

20. (Original) A xerographic marking device using the method of claim 1 
11. (Original) Ad.gitalphotocoprcr.singtheiuethodofcla.ml. 
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